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	Drama Description 


Top of Form

	Box, The
	                                                                           Author: Judson Poling

	 
	   http://www.willowcreek.com/willowdrama/Catalog.asp?StartLetter=b
                                                                                                       

	A mysterious man shows up at Jeff and Karen Lowrey's house with an interesting proposition. He will give them 100 million dollars if they simply press a little button on a box he gives them. The catch is that "someone they've never met-a complete stranger" will die. After he leaves the couple discuss what to do. At first the whole thing seems preposterous. But gradually they are pulled in by the possibility-however remote--that it might actually work. It is difficult to rationalize someone dying, but knowing it will be "someone they've never met-a complete stranger" and knowing they could do so much good with the money entices them to push the button. The man immediately returns, and gives them their money just as he promised. When he leaves and takes the box with him, they ask what he's going to do with it. He says what he does every day: "Give it to someone else who wants an easy 100 million dollars. Someone they've never met-a complete stranger." Based on an episode of the television series "The Twilight Zone."

Two male, one female



Bottom of Form

Offering and Announcements:

Message:

Hello and welcome to Lord of Hope Ministries.  The drama was something else! 

Today we are going to be talking about matters of the heart. But before we do, let us pray. Please bow your heads.
Opening Prayer:

Heavenly Father as we learn today about our hearts we ask that you bring out whatever conditions exist and bring about your power through what needs to be changed and make that change take place in all individuals here in Jesus precious name we pray amen.
Message Cont’d:

Well I have some questions for you. When was the last time that you evaluated your heart? Do you know that a lot of corrupt things can come out of here? Do you know that a lot of loving things can come out of here? Do you know that the heart produces quite a bit of issues in your life?
Friends, I want to let you know first that the bible addresses this. It talks about different things that happened through out history in various different peoples lives and the affects that it had on the people around them.

Now I want to first encourage you that if you have not purchased a bible go out and get one. If you need one perhaps you can contact us and we can provide one for you. Initially what I want you to do is to open the bible and start reading it on a daily basis.

The first thing that you will start to notice that over time you heart starts to change.

For example a person with a cold calculating heart will start becoming more open and warm to those people that they may have been really tough on. Those who may be over sensitive will find a balance that is really needed. Those who are tender hearted perhaps will find that there is nothing wrong with being tender hearted. It is just how they use that tenderness. There are too many categories that I am not going to be able to cover today.
My main emphasis is that you start reading the bible. Start in the book of Genesis to get an idea of what was going on with the creation. Some of you may have already done that so I recommend that you open up the Gospel book of John and let Jesus penetrate into your heart. Fall in love with Jesus!
Matters of the heart: What are you going through these days? For me I got a call it was probably 5:30 in the morning on the day that I prepared this message. It was from my daughter letting me know that the hospital called saying that my father in-law was in the hospital and the way the call came through was as if it was life or death kind of deal.
Everyone was converging on the hospital and my daughter was contacting me with updates since I lived the farthest away. I found out by another individual that he went into a diabetic comma and they were trying to pull him out of that.
Note: At this time my father in-law is alive!
There are other things going on in this world. There are people in Iraq fighting the war on terrorism and Sadaams remaining regime. Their family members are here and are concerned. Anxiety levels are probably pegging on the anxiety meter. Those people need comfort and encouragement. I would say that their hearts are probably beating a little bit faster every time they hear the news report wondering if their family member was affected during the latest news regarding casualties.
What about you lovers out there? There are people who are in love and are on top of the world. Great! I am happy for you! I remember those days. I am still in them. I have a beautiful wonderful wife. I hope that the mode that you are have or will lead to that.

I want you to know that the love that you share is something you should hold on to.
You will need to use this connection that you have with your spouse as you go through life because the seasons of life can change. So, cherish the moments!
I want to now ask you to open up your bibles to Proverbs 4. We are only going to concentrate on a very small part of it. Proverbs 4:20-27. It is talking about wisdom.

It starts with a father giving wisdom to his son and this also applies to daughter informing his child to guard his mouth. It talks about how wisdom is supreme. It also goes into practicing self control. I believe you are all there right now so let us read starting with verse 20.
Proverbs 4:20-27

Now I am reading from the New KJV. The verses that I want you to focus on says it like this:

Keep your heart with all diligence. For out of it springs the issues of life. Put away from you a deceitful mouth and put perversed lips far from you.

Now let’s ponder this. It is in the bible. You are being told to keep an eye on and guard your heart because a lot of issues can come out of it. Don’t you think we should be doing this? Look at the world around us. I look at the world around me and I say a lot is going against what our heavenly Father taught us. There is a lot of pains and distress. Look at the wars that are going on. Look at Africa! That nation is ravished with Aids. HIV infections are so high there. But there are good people who allow their hearts to display the works of compassion. They donate their time, resources and they go there or they fund it through the USA to help the people find ways to elongate their lives by getting medicines there, by educating the people. I want to say way to go to those individuals.
How are you doing when it comes to compassion?

When you pass by someone who is down sitting on the street homeless do you feel anything for them?

When you hear of a family that does not have any food or money for Christmas or birthday gifts to give to their kids, how do you feel?
How will you grade yourself on a scale of 1-10 when it comes to compassion? 

Compassion is a matter of the heart!

How are you doing with forgiving people?

I am referring to forgiving people who really don’t disserve to be forgiven because they stomped all over your heart. How are you doing in this area?
God says to forgive them! How can you expect God to forgive you if you are holding a grudge? This was very difficult for me to accomplish over the years. I still struggle with this one occasionally and have to keep practicing forgiveness. 
Questions:
How are you doing with forgiving people?

How is your heart when it comes to forgiving people?
When was the last time you evaluated your heart condition?

Are you sitting there with a cold heart?

Do you have hard heartedness where you feel nothing?

Have you been exposed to the tragedies of life so much that you don’t feel anymore?

Please turn all of these issues over to the Lord. God cares for you! He really will make a way for you but you have to surrender it. You have to walk to the foot of the cross and mentally place all of your problems at Jesus feet.

He is the savior of the world. He died to take on everything that has happened to you in the past and in the future. All of your cares the bible teaches us that we are to pray and give God all of our cares and concerns. Now the result of the prayers is not always going to be the way you want it to turn out. You might pray a specific prayer and not get an answer to it. Friends it may not be God’s best for you or the parties involved.
If it is his will you will get it in God’s timing. You need to know that there are many ways in which God answers prayers. God might say no and you wont see the fruits of what your are asking. You might not hear anything because you may have to wait. There are a lot of factors involve that might need to be changed. There might be other people involved. Other peoples lives might be affect based of what you are asking. You have to have patience. God might say yes and you still have to wait or you get it right away. 
God might have another plan. You can keep asking but it is up to God what his response will be. God will shore up your boundaries. God is really good in helping you through any storm. So will you surrender your heart to the loving God, our Father in heaven through Jesus? Will you do this? I want to encourage you to take this step.
Guard your heart because a lot of issues can flow out of your heart and stifle the life that God really wants you to live out. God wants you to live your life abundantly.

Do you want to live your life abundantly? I think so! I know that I do. I want to walk and see people smiling. Not seeing people walking around moping, pouting, cursing each other out and making life more difficult. I want a more harmonious life. But, do you want to know something? Many of us are not going to see this. That is why it is important for us to appropriate the gift of salvation by asking Jesus to be Lord of your life.
Ask Jesus to forgive you of all of your sins. Tell Him that you are sorry and ask Jesus to help make you better. Ask Jesus Christ to be Lord of your life. Say the following:

Lord Jesus I know that I am a sinner. I know that you died for my sins. I surrender my life to be under your leadership. Please be my savior and Lord of my life. The forgiver of my sins. I trust you with this. I give you my life, my soul my spirit, every thing about me.

Do what you want with me. Have your way Lord. Have your way. I surrender my all to you. You are my savior, my Lord and my God. Show me where I should go to be baptized. If I am at Church let it be today or be put on the schedule. If I do not belong to a church lead me to one that you want me be a part of and baptize me there my Lord.
Lead me spiritually in what food I need to ingest from your word. Teach me in understanding what you want me to know and to filter out the false teaching that exist.

Friends there are false teachers on TV. I want to let you not to trust every Preacher that comes on TV. It is important for you to read your bible. Study it pray and ask the Holy Spirit to teach you. Encourage yourself to read the word of God. When you hear something different on TV or on the radio that does not match with what the bible scriptures say question it. Don’t just go along with it. God will help you but you have to take these steps, okay. 
Life is not promised tomorrow. You can step out of your house and tragedy strikes and your family will not see you anymore. You could go to sleep and never wake up. You could eat something not knowing that it has a problem and it ends your life. You could get a deadly virus etc… Some people die immediately and do not have the opportunity to make the decision to ask Jesus to be Lord of their life, save me.
You have the opportunity right now! By hearing this message this might be the only time that you get the chance to sit down and ponder life eternity.

Is your heart telling you no some other time? Is your heart saying I had it with that? It is not true? Is your heart telling you to run away from God?

Please heed this warning. If you go your whole life that way God will give you what you desire. In the future we will all be resurrected and stand before God’s throne.  God is going to say did you know my son? Did you appropriate the gift of salvation?

Friend, Jesus died for the sins of mankind but you have to ask for this gift.

The people who ran and did not ask Jesus to be their Lord and Savior and the forgiver of their sins will have eternity, yes they will live long, but they will have eternity in Hell.

Not in heaven. In Hell there will be nashing of teeth, supreme remorse, there will be no happiness, no relationships, just evil things happening. This is because there will be away from God’s presence. 
The other side of the coin you have a choice to live with the God that created a beautiful world. There are things that we can not see that He created. There are things in heaven that we can not even imagine. Why would you not want to be with a God who has loved you, allowed you to come to life first of all so that you can see the beauty or hear the beautiful sounds around you? Take a flower for example. Isn’t it beautiful?  God made it all! Take-in some air. Breathe in and out. Where do you thing the air is coming from? Who do you think is sustaining it? What if it was all hydrogen or a different gas such as poisonous gas? The atmosphere could change if it was not for God sustaining it. 
God has sustained the earth since the beginning He created it.

Why would you not want to live with Him? Why would you want to kick Him to the curb each time he prompts you or brings a child of His to you to encourage you to take Gods hand and join His family. God wants to know will you come to Him to receive the free gift of eternal life. God wants to know will you love Him. Will you let Him lead your life? Why won’t you come to a loving God? Please, if you have the guards up on your heart because you do not want Him there that’s a big mistake! If you want to end up on the winning side let the bars down that is protecting your heart deceitfully and let Jesus in there. Start by reading the bible book of John. Investigate Christianity and you will find that the bible and everything in it passes the historicity test. When you go through archeological discoveries you will find that what is in the bible has been found to be true. There are more things to be discovered and when they are found archeologist will continue to see that the bible knew of things that they are just uncovering. There have been people who would say this or that never existed. Yet the discoveries has always disproved them and supported what the bible has said. Last year they found the bones on Jesus brother James. Prior years they found the dead sea scrolls, artifacts under water that was deem to be from Pharaohs army that was chasing Moses and the Israelites etc…So do some investigating and you will discover the truth. 
Scripture speaks of what God has done, how He wants you to live your life, it show how bad we are as sinners and gives us Gods plan on how we are to be redeemed from the sin.

We can not live with God in Heaven with out being cleansed of our sins because He is Holy. We are filthy rags God is perfect and Holy and loving. Jesus cleans us up by his blood so we can come to the Father. Please read the bible! Read it and let it speak to you.
Let’s bow our heads. I want you to take the time right now just to see if God is speaking to you. Is God speaking to your heart right now? Is there anyone wanting to give there life to Christ? Is there anyone here? Think about what I said. Open your hearts because you are not promised tomorrow.
Pray this prayer, Lord Jesus I know that I am a sinner and I know that you died for me.

Please be Lord of my life. Be my savior. I give you all that I have done. Forgive me for all that I have done in my life. I did so many things wrong. I now know that your blood covers me. I give you all of me and place my sins at your feet. Thank you for dying for my sins. Be Lord of my life. Into your care I commit myself. Fill me up with more of you and change me into the Christ follower that you want me to be. I ask for you Lord to feel me up with all that you want and remove what you don’t want. Lead me to a church that will develop my skills and gifts so that I will be used for your glory. I accept you as Lord and savior today and I ask that you change me so that I will never be the same again. I will glorify your name. Lord if I start to stray or waver in my faith help me to lean on the foundation that you will build into me to keep me on the straight and narrow path heavenward in Jesus name I pray this pray amen.
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Friends, I believe that there were people here who prayed this prayer. I just want to say way to go! Yes! Welcome brothers and sisters. We have a lot of work to do here on earth.
Let God grow you up. Use your gifts and talents for building the kingdom of God and watch the condition of your heart change. You will be glad you did! 

Closing Prayer

Make it a great day!
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